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SUMMER 2022
DEAN’S CORNER
As I write this, my final Dean’s Corner 
message to you, I cannot help but reflect 
on some of the great accomplishments 
your executive board and I completed 
together. Because of some contacts 
from board members, we featured a 
joint hymn fest with Mark Mummert, we 
had guest clinicians like Michael Kemp, 
Benjamin Kalodziej, Marilyn Keiser, and 
David Hurd. We also featured one of our local artists who is 
nationally known, Michael Helman, for a handbell workshop. 
With the help of a donor from Jonathan Birner’s parish, we 
were able to obtain and pay for an Orgelkids instrument as 
a part of our 60th Anniversary celebration. I cannot begin 
to thank the board enough for their unwavering support, 
especially during the on-going pandemic. As the out-going 
Dean, I thank you, again from the bottom of my heart! It was, 
indeed, an honor and a pleasure to serve with you as the 
chapter dean. 

At the annual AGO Banquet last month, you elected a 
wonderful set of officers to serve on our SW Chapter of 
the AGO. We welcome Matthew Swingle as our in-coming 
Dean. Matthew began his work as the Director of Music and 
Organist at Faith Lutheran Church in Naples, Florida in April 
2020. Since his arrival to SW Florida, he has been active in 
both the AGO as well as the Naples musical community. He 
owns and maintains an active organ maintenance and tuning 



CONCERTS & EVENTS

DEAN’S CORNER (continued)

Sunday, July 3 | 2 p.m.
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church will feature a very special patriotic concert featuring the 
Trio of Friends: Byrd, Cochran, and Gerlach. You won’t want to miss this patriotic concert 
honoring our country and troops. Jim Cochran will be joined by Colin Gerlach, violin, and 
his mother, Michele Byrd, soprano. There will be a salute to the armed forces and many of 
your favorite songs about America. Come to the concert in your RED, WHITE, and BLUE! 

This event is free and open to the public.

More details and future events can be found on our website: agoswfl.org/events

business. Matthew holds a Master’s Degree of Music Education with a concentration in Educational Research 
from Bob Jones University and a Bachelor of Music in Music Composition from Carson-Newman College. 
Mr. Swingle has presented research on percussion pedagogical and methodological instructional techniques 
during the Summer of 2017 at Bob Jones University. His extensive background and resume bring a depth of 
experience to the table. Welcome, Matthew.

At the banquet, we also welcomed Ben Bell as a new board member. Ben and his family moved to SW Florida 
in 2016 to become the Director of the Traditional Service at New Hope Presbyterian Church. Prior to coming 
to Fort Myers in 2015, he served churches in Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia. He earned the Master of 
Music degree in Church Music (with a dual major emphasis in Organ Performance and Choral Conducting) 
from Shenandoah University Conservatory of Music in Winchester, Virginia and the Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Church Music (with a dual major emphasis in Organ and Voice Performance, and a minor emphasis in 
Piano Performance) from Bridgewater College in Bridgewater, Virginia. While at Shenandoah Conservatory, 
he also studied opera and composition, and was the recipient of the Cooksey-Parker Excellence in Organ 
award for graduate students. In addition to his church duties, he maintains a private teaching studio for piano 
and organ.  He previously served as an instructor of music at Saint James College Preparatory School in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, Cumberland Valley School of Music in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and Valley Music 
Academy in Waynesboro, Virginia.  Since coming to New Hope, he was privileged to be able to design and 
oversee installation of a five-manual Allen pipe-digital combination organ, on which he has recorded two CDs 
of favorite hymns.

With Matthew Swingle, and Ben Bell as our newest board member, along with Jonathan Birner, John 
Fenstermaker, John Gieb, and David Spier, our returning board members, I look forward to exciting new 
directions. Many thanks also go to Paula Leighton for her dedication as our treasurer. Once again, thank you 
for the honor of serving this chapter as your dean. 

Soli Deo Gloria
John

https://agoswfl.org/events


CHAPTER NEWS

The National Convention of the American Guild of 
Organists is held biennially in even-numbered years 
and reflects the diverse aspects of the Guild and its 
official work across the country. Held as a function of 
the national organization in partnership with a selected 
chapter, it represents a coalition between the national 
leadership and the host chapter’s leadership. This joint 
venture combines the talents and creative strengths 
of each, and represents the larger vision of the whole 
membership and its needs.

2022
Seattle, Washington, July 3-7
https://agoseattle2022.com/

2022  NATIONAL CONVENTION

END OF YEAR CHAPTER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS!
Our Chapter has celebrated another great performance season! We were able to witness a multitude of 
wonderful concerts, AGO events, services, and fellowship times with with our colleagues. We were blessed to 
experience many concerts such as the Jim Cochran Scholarship recipient’s concerts at Vanderbilt Presbyterian, 
Felix Hell at First Presbyterian Church of Naples, a Celebration Organ Concert to commemmorate the newly 
installed organ at Faith Lutheran Church Naples, Ken Cowan at Moorings Presbyterian, and so much more! It 
was surely a fun-filled and exciting year! 

We also had a wonderful time together at our End of Year Membership Dinner. We had representation from 
Punta Gorda, Port Charlotte, Fort Myers, Cape Coral, Estero, Bonita Springs, and Naples! It was amazing to see 
all of our colleagues in one location. We gave our thanks to John Renfroe and Paula Leighton as they retired 
from their Chapter Officers positions, and we welcomed the newly installed officers J. Matthew Swingle and 
Ben Ball. A huge thanks to Ben Ball, Director of Traditional Music at New Hope Presbyterian Church Fort Myers 
for hosting the dinner again this year!

Our Organ Crawl for this year was an amazing and fun 
experience! We were able to get a close look at the 
wonderful organs at Moorings Presbyterian Church and 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church. The Nichols & Simpson 
organ at Moorings and the Lively-Fulcher at Vanderbilt 
are beautifully crafted American instruments of 
superb quality. Thanks to Dr. Chris Dekker and Dr. Jim 
Cochran of each church for hosting this year’s Crawl 
and showing us the instruments! We look forward to 
exploring even more instruments next season!

https://agoseattle2022.com/


POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Port Charlotte | Pilgrim Church (United Church of Christ)

Pilgrim Church is seeking a part-time, year-round Organist/Pianist. The Organist/Pianist 
is responsible for organ and piano accompaniment for scheduled worship services and 
special services in support of the music ministry of the Pilgrim Church United Church 
of Christ. The schedule is flexible to be shared with other accompanist(s) if desired. 
Participation is expected at the traditional Sunday worship services, season choir 
rehearsals (once choir resumes), and other special services, including (but not limited to) 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Easter. The organist/pianist may be asked to provide 
services for funerals, memorial services, and weddings with additional compensation. All 
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Office 
Administrator, Cat Foster (office@pilgrimonline.org, 941-629-2633).

Pilgrim Church, A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

Punta Gorda | Faith Lutheran Church

Faith Lutheran Church of Punta Gorda is searching for a part-time regular organist to 
provide organ music for traditional 9:30am Sunday worship services, provide music 
for special services throughout the year which may include Christmas Eve, Lenten 
Wednesday service, and others. The organist will cooperate with the pastor in the 
area of general planning and coordination of Faith’s music program and be directly 
responsible to the Pastor and Board of Elders. If available, the organist will provide 
approved music at select weddings and funerals held at Faith Lutheran Church. The 
organists will play the liturgy contained in the Lutheran Service Book – primarily 
Divine Service 1 & 3. The organists will select appropriate prelude, postlude, and other 
sacred music for each service. This position will be open and available beginning on 
May 1 of 2022.

The Choir Director position will also be open beginning October 2022, and will be 
needed for services through Easter of each year.

For more information or to information on who to submit a resume, please contact 
Pastor Dana Narring at 941-889-8688.

NEW AGOSWFL FACEBOOK PAGE

HAVE YOU LIKED & FOLLOWED OUR FACEBOOK YET??

Our Chapter has finally entered the digital age! We now have a Facebook 
page (link to the right).

Your Board of Officers wanted to expand our capabilities regarding 
marketing and livestreaming our events, and they felt having a Facebook 
page would best serve us in those visions. We will be able to advertise 
our events to an even larger audience, and easily share our recitals and 
concerts to the expanded community.

Please take a moment to log in to your personal Facebook account (if 
you have one) and click the “LIKE” and “FOLLOW” buttons on the AGO 
Southwest Florida page. 

Thank you!

Click the Facebook icon above 
to be directed to the new 

AGOSWFL Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/agoswfl
https://www.facebook.com/AGO-Southwest-Florida-109185781628299


NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS

All newsletter publication submissions are 
due by the 25th of every month. Concert 
announcements, chapter news, items for 
sale, positions available, etc. are all welcomed 
inclusions to our publications. Please submit 
all newsletter submissions to our email, 
agoswfl@gmail.com.

For a full listing of available substitutes and 
lessons teachers, please visit our website at: 
agoswfl.org/substitutes/.

To submit a request for an email blast to the 
chapter requesting a substitute, please visit 
our website at: agoswfl.org/email-request/.

SEE YOU NEXT
SEASON!

This is our final newsletter for the 2021-
2022 season. There will not be a monthly 
newsletter posted in July or August. We will 
resume The Coupler postings in September 
2022.

We hope you have a wonderful summer. We 
look forward to seeing everyone’s concert 
schedule for next season!

If you need something special sent out to the 
chapter, please feel free to send us an email  
with your request and details. 

THANK YOU!

mailto:agoswfl%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://agoswfl.org/substitutes/
http://agoswfl.org/email-request/

