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As we prepare for the lighter schedules
of summer, I came across this brief
article that invites us to take advantage
of the rest time.
“There is no music in a rest, but there is
the making of music in it.” In our whole
life-melody the music is broken off here
and there by “rests”, and we foolishly
think we have come to the end of the tune. God sends a time
of forced leisure, sickness, disappointed plans, frustrated
efforts, and makes a certain pause in the choral hymn of our
lives and we lament that our voices must be silent, and our
part missing in the music which ever goes up to the ear of
the Creator. How does the musician read the rest?
See him beat the time with unvarying count, and catch up
the next note true and steady, as if no breaking place had
come between.
Not without design does God write the music of our lives. Be
it ours to learn the tune, and not be dismayed at the “rests”.
They are not to be slurred over, not to be omitted, not to
destroy the melody, not to change the keynote.
If we look up, God Himself will beat the time for us. With the
eye on “him” we shall strike the next note full and clear. If we
sadly say to ourselves,” there is no music in a ‘rest,’” let us

DEAN’S CORNER (continued)
not forget “there is the making of music in it.” The making of music is often a slow and painful process in this
life. How patiently God works to teach us! How long He waits for us to learn the lesson! – Ruskin
Soli Deo Gloria
John

CONCERTS & EVENTS
Sunday, May 15 | 2 p.m.
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church will host the Gulfshore Opera of Southwest Florida
as they present “Art Song plus French Mélodie.” This special concert begins with art
songs, followed by Opera arias and finally ends with a full, comic scene from a French
operetta. Regional artists will join Steffanie Pearce for this performance. Translations will
be provided.
This event is free and open to the public.

Friday, May 20 | 6:30 p.m.
Faith Lutheran Church will host internationally acclaimed organist Rudy Lucente, New
Hope Presbyterian Church Director of Tradition Music, and its own Director of Music J.
Matthew Swingle as they come together to lead the community in hymn singing with a
variety of featured organ solos, piano and organ duets, and much more!
This event is free and open to the public.

More details and future events can be found on our website: agoswfl.org/events

2022 AGO SOUTHWEST FLORIDA EVENTS
Friday, May 6 | 6:30 p.m.
The Annual AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Member’s Banquet hosted by Director of Traditional Worship
of New Hope Presbyterian Church Benjamin Ball at New Hope Presbyterian Church (10051 Plantation
Road, Fort Myers 33966). More details to come later in Spring 2022.

Saturday, May 21 | 10 a.m.
The AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Organ Crawl will feature two organs in our chapter this year: Moorings
Presbyterian Church of Naples and Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church of North Naples. We will start the
organ tour at Moorings Presbyterian, then carpool together to Vanderbilt Presbyterian. Afterwards, we
plan to have lunch and fellowship together at a nearby restuarant.

Sunday, June 5 | 3 p.m. CANCELLED DUE TO SCHEDULE CONFLICTS
The Artis-Naples Festival of Great Organ Music will feature some of finest organists in Southwest Florida.
Considerations and applications to participate in this event will be announced later in Spring 2022.

2022-2023 CHAPTER OFFICERS 2022 NATIONAL CONVENTION
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
ELECTED OFFICERS!
Thank you to everyone for your input and patience during
the nomination and election processes of the Chapter
Officers for next year. We are happy to announce that J.
Matthew Swingle will be appointed as Dean of the Chapter
and Benjamin Ball will join the board beginning Summer
2022.
We express our sincerest thanks to John Renfroe for his
many years of leadership and guidance as Dean, and Paula
Leighton’s wonderful diligence as Treasurer.
Your Chapter Officers for 2022-2023 are as follows:
J. Matthew Swingle, Dean
Jonathan Birner, Sub-Dean
John Geib, Secretary
John Fenstermaker, Educational Coordinator
David Speir, Treasurer,
Benjamin Ball, (position TBD)
We look forward to serving you!

The National Convention of the American Guild of
Organists is held biennially in even-numbered years
and reflects the diverse aspects of the Guild and its
official work across the country. Held as a function of
the national organization in partnership with a selected
chapter, it represents a coalition between the national
leadership and the host chapter’s leadership. This joint
venture combines the talents and creative strengths
of each, and represents the larger vision of the whole
membership and its needs.
2022
Seattle, Washington, July 3-7
https://agoseattle2022.com/

NEW AGOSWFL FACEBOOK PAGE
HAVE YOU LIKED & FOLLOWED OUR FACEBOOK YET??
Our Chapter has finally entered the digital age! We now have a Facebook
page (link to the right).
Your Board of Officers wanted to expand our capabilities regarding
marketing and livestreaming our events, and they felt having a Facebook
page would best serve us in those visions. We will be able to advertise
our events to an even larger audience, and easily share our recitals and
concerts to the expanded community.
Please take a moment to log in to your personal Facebook account (if
you have one) and click the “LIKE” and “FOLLOW” buttons on the AGO
Southwest Florida page.

Click the Facebook icon above
to be directed to the new
AGOSWFL Facebook page

Thank you!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Port Charlotte | Pilgrim Church (United Church of Christ)
Pilgrim Church is seeking a part-time, year-round Organist/Pianist. The Organist/Pianist
is responsible for organ and piano accompaniment for scheduled worship services and
special services in support of the music ministry of the Pilgrim Church United Church
of Christ. The schedule is flexible to be shared with other accompanist(s) if desired.
Participation is expected at the traditional Sunday worship services, season choir
rehearsals (once choir resumes), and other special services, including (but not limited to)
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Easter. The organist/pianist may be asked to provide
services for funerals, memorial services, and weddings with additional compensation. All
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Office
Administrator, Cat Foster (office@pilgrimonline.org, 941-629-2633).
Pilgrim Church, A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

Punta Gorda | Faith Lutheran Church
Faith Lutheran Church of Punta Gorda is searching for a part-time regular organist to
provide organ music for traditional 9:30am Sunday worship services, provide music
for special services throughout the year which may include Christmas Eve, Lenten
Wednesday service, and others. The organist will cooperate with the pastor in the
area of general planning and coordination of Faith’s music program and be directly
responsible to the Pastor and Board of Elders. If available, the organist will provide
approved music at select weddings and funerals held at Faith Lutheran Church. The
organists will play the liturgy contained in the Lutheran Service Book – primarily
Divine Service 1 & 3. The organists will select appropriate prelude, postlude, and other
sacred music for each service. This position will be open and available beginning on
May 1 of 2022.
The Choir Director position will also be open beginning October 2022, and will be
needed for services through Easter of each year.
For more information or to information on who to submit a resume, please contact
Pastor Dana Narring at 941-889-8688.

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
All newsletter publication submissions are
due by the 25th of every month. Concert
announcements, chapter news, items for
sale, positions available, etc. are all welcomed
inclusions to our publications. Please submit
all newsletter submissions to our email,
agoswfl@gmail.com.
For a full listing of available substitutes and
lessons teachers, please visit our website at:
agoswfl.org/substitutes/.
To submit a request for an email blast to the
chapter requesting a substitute, please visit
our website at: agoswfl.org/email-request/.

