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For this month’s Dean’s Corner article, I
will be reprinting a choir devotion from
the book Soli Deo Gloria by Wayne L.
Wold: Transfiguration of Our Lord
In many areas of our lives, we may
have difficulty discerning what is real
and lasting and what is illusory and
transitory. The glorious praise and sense
of awe we feel in Sunday worship may be hard to carry with
us into the humdrum weekdays in between. The heartfelt
camaraderie we experience when sharing the Peace may be
hard to recapture when faced with tension-filled relationships
at home and at work. The beautiful stained-glass windows
that seem so perfect in our worship space seem strange and
foreign when peering out our painfully honest clear glass
windows. Will the real world please stand up?
Peter, John, and James experienced a whole different world
when they accompanied Jesus to a mountaintop. There
they saw a brilliant light, witnessed conversations between
Jesus and the long-dead Moses and Elijah, and heard a
voice from heaven telling them, “This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him!” It is no wonder that those disciples suggested
building dwellings for each of the three divine celebrities;
they wanted this earth-transcending experience to stick, for
their lives would surely be better if they could just hold on
to it. We try to identify with their emotions when we sing the
transfiguration hymn by Joseph A. Robinson:

								“How good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night;
								
Your face and garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.
								
Before we taste of death, we see your kingdom come;
								
We long to hold the vision bright and make this hill our home.”
Well, “hold on to it” they did, and the gospel account reports that they told nobody about this experience until much
later. As they went back to their daily lives, trying to hold on to this memory, perhaps they started to wonder about it.
Was it real? Had it been just a dream? But the experience was just too vivid to be forgotten, too surreal to be trivialized,
too good to be kept to themselves for very long. That’s what good worship does; it transcends the mundane, created
its own alternative reality, reminds us of what is real and important and what is trivial and transitory, and injects into our
routine lives the vision of the transformed live God intends for each of us.
Soli Dei Gloria,

Copyright © 2009 Augsburg Fortress, reprinted by permission.

John Renfroe, Dean

CONCERTS & EVENTS
Sunday, March 6 | 4 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church of Naples will host and feature the internationally acclaimed
concert organist Felix Hell. A native of Germany, Felix Hell is one of the most sought after
concert organists in the world. He has been featured as a recitalist and concerto soloist
in more than 1000 concerts throughout North America, Europe, Asia and Australia. The
American Organist raved that he “sets standards that older and honored players would
struggle to equal.” Felix Hell will present this concert on the five manual, 109-rank Fratelli
Ruffatti pipe organ, Naples’ largest pipe organ. The program will feature works by Bach,
Reger, Langlais, and Liszt.
This event is free and open the public.

Sunday, March 13 | 4 p.m.
Moorings Presbyterian Church will host pianists Michael Baron and Priscila Navarro as they
present an exciting program of music for piano duet as part of the Hyacinth Concert Series.
Masterpieces by Schubert, Dvorak, Gershwin, Ravel, Liszt and others will be presented in
this concert featuring two pianists at the church’s beautiful Fazioli piano. Pianist Michael
Baron is the Distinguished Professor of Music and Head of Keyboard Studies at the Bower
School of Music at Florida Gulf Coast University and enjoys a worldwide career. Priscila
Navarro recently received her doctorate in Piano Performance from the Frost School of
Music at the University of Miami. The winner of many competitions she performs a large
repertoire throughout North and South America, and Europe.
This event is free and open to the public.

Monday, March 14 | 7:30 p.m.
Naples United Church of Christ will host the Purdue Varsity Glee Club, under the direction
of William Griffel and Scott Hines. The PU Varisty Glee Club continues to share a sound all
its own through one-of-a-kind arrangements in tailor-made performances. Founded in
1893, this dynamic musical ensemble employs a versatile repertoire including gospel, vocal
jazz, swing, contemporary hits, romantic ballads, classical choral selections, barbershop,
folk melodies, patriotic standards, familiar opera choruses, country and novelty tunes,
and utilizes small groups and outstanding soloists to further enhance each performance.
Tickets $30 (tickets can be purchased at the door or online at: https://naplesucc.
thundertix.com).

Tuesday, March 15 | 7 p.m.
Naples United Church of Christ will host Blair Francis Paponiu (flute), Glenn Basham
(violin), and Ryan Little (horn), of the Naples Philharmonic as they are joined by concert
pianist, Alexandra Carlson. The program will begin with the stunning Ewazen Piano Trio
scored for flute, horn, and piano. The second half will feature the famous horn trio in E
Major, Op. 40, by Johannes Brahms.
Tickets $25 (tickets can be purchased at the door or online at: https://naplesucc.
thundertix.com).

Sunday, March 20 | 3 p.m.
Organist John Renfroe will present a concert on the five manual Allen organ at New Hope
Presbyterian. This concert will feature the standard masterworks in organ literature. John
Renfroe currently serves at the Chapter Dean for the AGO Southwest Florida Chapter.
John graduated from Stetson University with a degree in organ performance as a church
music major with a minor in music theory and composition. John Renfroe is the Director
of Music and Organist at Messiah Lutheran Church in Cape Coral, Florida.
This event is free and open to the public.

Sunday, March 27 | 3 p.m.
Naples United Church of Christ will host Dan Miller (trumpet), Lew Del Gatto
(saxophone), Glenn Basham (violin), Chuck Bergeron (bass), and Tony Vigilante
(drums), as they welcome back the spectacular 15-year-old pianist Brandon
Goldberg for an afternoon jazz concert featuring music from the Great American
Songbook, and jazz standards from the great composers such Charlie Parker, Dizzy
Gillespie, Duke Ellington, and Thelonious Monk.
Tickets $30 (tickets can be purchased at the door or online at: https://naplesucc.
thundertix.com).

Sunday, March 27 | 3 p.m.
Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church will host and present a concert by the vocal
Chamber Ensemble, “New York Polyphony.” Praised for a “rich, natural sound that’s
larger and more complex than the sum of its parts,” (NPR) New York Polyphony is
one of the foremost vocal chamber ensembles active today. The four men, “singers of
superb musicianship and vocal allure,” (The New Yorker) give vibrant, modern voice
to repertoire ranging from Gregorian chant to cutting-edge compositions. Their
dedication to innovative programming, as well as a focus on rare and rediscovered
Renaissance and medieval works, has not only earned New York Polyphony two
GRAMMY nominations and wide acclaim, but also helped to move early music into
the classical mainstream.
This event is free and open the public. This concert will take place in Trinity-by-theCove’s Parish Hall.

More details and future events can be found on our website: agoswfl.org/events

CHAPTER NEWS
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MEMBERS RECITAL
We had a great presentation of the talent and musicianship from our colleagues
in this chapter for the February 2022 AGO Members Recital. We want to thank J.
Matthew Swingle, John Renfroe, Katie Ball, Lee Cobb, and Benjamin Ball for playing
at this event!
There was a great selection of music that beautifully displayed the artistry and
wonder of our profession. We would also like to thank Lee Cobb for hosting the
Members Recital at St. Lukes Episcopal in Fort Myers this year!

THE PLAYING SEASON IS IN FULL SWING FOR ALL OF US
Member Thom DeLessio, Organist and Associate Director of Sacred Arts for
First Presbyterian Church, Bonita Springs, was featured organist with the Naples
Philharmonic and Chorus in performances of Durufle’s Requiem on February 24 and
25 at FPCB and United Church of Marco Island. Thom was up to the challenge in
adapting his approach to the music as he played a four manual Allen Renaissance
hybrid at FPCB and a two manual Hellmuth Wolff tracker pipe at UCMI. Thom’s
flexibility and adaptation to the two instruments was a true test!
Thom is new to SWFL and our AGO chapter. He comes to us after more than 20
years as Director of Music for St. Francis Cathedral and the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Metuchen, NJ.

2022 LENTEN SPECIAL EVENTS
First Presbyterian Church Naples

Faith Lutheran Church

Naples United Church of Christ

Noon Lenten Concerts

Evening Lenten Services

Noon Lenten Concerts

Wed, March 9, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 16, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 23, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 30, 12 p.m.
Wed, April 6, 12 p.m.
Wed, April 13, 12 p.m.

Wed, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Wed, March 16, 6:30 p.m.
Wed, March 23, 6:30 p.m.
Wed, March 30, 6:30 p.m.
Wed, April 6, 6:30 p.m.

Wed, March 9, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 16, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 23, 12 p.m.
Wed, March 30, 12 p.m.
Wed, April 6, 12 p.m.
Wed, April 13, 12 p.m.

2022 AGO SOUTHWEST FLORIDA EVENTS
Friday, May 6 | 6:30 p.m.
The Annual AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Member’s Banquet hosted by Director of Traditional Worship
of New Hope Presbyterian Church Benjamin Ball at New Hope Presbyterian Church (10051 Plantation
Road, Fort Myers 33966). More details to come later in Spring 2022.

Saturday, May 21 | 10 a.m.
The AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Organ Crawl will feature two organs in our chapter this year: Moorings
Presbyterian Church of Naples and Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church of North Naples. We will start the
organ tour at Moorings Presbyterian, then carpool together to Vanderbilt Presbyterian. Afterwards, we
plan to have lunch and fellowship together at a nearby restuarant.

Sunday, June 5 | 3 p.m. CANCELLED DUE TO SCHEDULE CONFLICTS
The Artis-Naples Festival of Great Organ Music will feature some of finest organists in Southwest Florida.
Considerations and applications to participate in this event will be announced later in Spring 2022.

SWFL OFFICERS FOR 2022-2023 2022 NATIONAL CONVENTION
Are you wanting to be more
involved with our AGO Chapter?
The Board of Officers for the AGO Southwest Florida
Chapter is an elected group of individuals which help to
coordinate and represent events throughout our region.
Encompassing the southwestern region of the state of
Florida, including beautiful cities such as Fort Myers,
Naples, Cape Coral, and Port Charlotte, this chapter is full
of organists, choir directors, pianists, music lovers, and
other interested musicians.
In this upcoming season, 2022-2023, we will have a few
officers positions which will be available for nomination.
If you are wanting to take the Chapter to further heights,
please let a current Officer know of your interest in serving
on the Board for next year.
The exact open positions and
any known nonimations will be
announced in the April 2022
newsletter. Elections for any
nominations will occur this May
2022. We hope you are willing to
serve your fellow musicians!

The National Convention of the American Guild of
Organists is held biennially in even-numbered years
and reflects the diverse aspects of the Guild and its
official work across the country. Held as a function of
the national organization in partnership with a selected
chapter, it represents a coalition between the national
leadership and the host chapter’s leadership. This joint
venture combines the talents and creative strengths
of each, and represents the larger vision of the whole
membership and its needs.
2022
Seattle, Washington, July 3-7
https://agoseattle2022.com/

NEW AGOSWFL FACEBOOK PAGE
HAVE YOU LIKED & FOLLOWED OUR FACEBOOK YET??
Our Chapter has finally entered the digital age! We now have a Facebook
page (link to the right).
Your Board of Officers wanted to expand our capabilities regarding
marketing and livestreaming our events, and they felt having a Facebook
page would best serve us in those visions. We will be able to advertise
our events to an even larger audience, and easily share our recitals and
concerts to the expanded community.
Please take a moment to log in to your personal Facebook account (if
you have one) and click the “LIKE” and “FOLLOW” buttons on the AGO
Southwest Florida page.

Click the Facebook icon above
to be directed to the new
AGOSWFL Facebook page

Thank you!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Port Charlotte | Pilgrim Church (United Church of Christ)
Pilgrim Church is seeking a part-time, year-round Organist/Pianist. The Organist/Pianist
is responsible for organ and piano accompaniment for scheduled worship services and
special services in support of the music ministry of the Pilgrim Church United Church
of Christ. The schedule is flexible to be shared with other accompanist(s) if desired.
Participation is expected at the traditional Sunday worship services, season choir
rehearsals (once choir resumes), and other special services, including (but not limited to)
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Easter. The organist/pianist may be asked to provide
services for funerals, memorial services, and weddings with additional compensation. All
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Office
Administrator, Cat Foster (office@pilgrimonline.org, 941-629-2633).
Pilgrim Church, A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

Naples | Lely Presbyterian Church
Lely Presbyterian Church is searching for a part-time Organist and Choirmaster. This
position will work directly with and report to the pastor, Dr. Ed Brandt. All resumes,
inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Chairperson
of the Search Committee, Cherie Millsom (cheriemillsom@gmail.com, 239-774-6151).
Lely Presbyterian Church
110 St. Andrews Boulevard
Naples, FL 34113

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
All newsletter publication submissions are
due by the 25th of every month. Concert
announcements, chapter news, items for
sale, positions available, etc. are all welcomed
inclusions to our publications. Please submit
all newsletter submissions to our email,
agoswfl@gmail.com.
For a full listing of available substitutes and
lessons teachers, please visit our website at:
agoswfl.org/substitutes/.
To submit a request for an email blast to the
chapter requesting a substitute, please visit
our website at: agoswfl.org/email-request/.

