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The National Convention of the American Guild of
Organists is held biennially in even-numbered years
and reflects the diverse aspects of the Guild and its
official work across the country. Held as a function of
the national organization in partnership with a selected
chapter, it represents a coalition between the national
leadership and the host chapter’s leadership. This joint
venture combines the talents and creative strengths
of each, and represents the larger vision of the whole
membership and its needs.
2022
Seattle, Washington, July 3-7
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
4805 NE 45th St.
Seattle, WA 98105
https://agoseattle2022.com/

THE YEAR OF THE YOUNG ORGANIST
The AGO National Council is committed to membership recruitment, retention, and growth within our
organization. As more of our members have reached the “Special” membership category (present company
included!), we recognize that new initiatives must be developed to attract and welcome younger members into
the Guild. We want them to experience the wealth of benefits, professional opportunities, and camaraderie
we have enjoyed during our careers. To this end, we have established the “Year of the Young Organist,” July 1,
2021–June 30, 2022. During these 12 months, any individual under the age of 30 can become a new member
or renew her/his membership for free as part of this program.
The game is on! Starting July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2022, how many young organists can we recruit?
At the end of the Year of the Young Organist, AGO Headquarters will run a report to see how many new
members we have recruited over the past twelve months. The AGO will award one small (up to 60 members),
one medium (61–125 members), and one large (126+ members) chapter with $1000, each, based on the net
increase of primary young organists they have recruited (dual memberships will not be counted, so no double
dipping)! The number of members our chapter have recruited will be based on the net gain. This means that if
our chapter recruited fifteen young organists but lost five, your net gain would be ten, so keeping our current
young organists as members is equally important!

CONCERTS & EVENTS
Saturday, January 8 | 7 p.m. & Sunday, January 9 | 4 p.m.
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of Bonita Springs will host the vocal group Choral Artistry,
formally the Symphonic Chorale, as they perform Rachmaninoff’s “Vespers” on
January 8 at 7 p.m. Trinity-by-the-Cove Episocal Church will also host Choral Artisty
on January 9 at 4 p.m., for another concert of Rachmaninoff’s “Vespers.” The pieces
are a cappella choral composition and premiered on March 23, 1915 in Moscow. The
settings of texts are taken from the Russian Orthodox All-night vigil ceremony. Choral
Artistry will perform the Vespers in Russian.
This event is free and open to the public.

Sunday, January 9 | 2 p.m.
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church will feature organist Daniel Minnick from Rochester,
New York. Mr. Minnick is currently pursuing a Doctorate of Musical Arts degree in Organ
Performance at the Eastman School of Music in the studio of David Higgs, having
previously studied with Nathan Laube. Mr. Minnick was awarded the 2021 Cochran Prize
for best organ recital of the year at the Eastman School of Music of the University of
Rochester. This concert will feature works by Bach, Widor, Reger, and Demessieux.
This event is free and open to the public.

Sunday, January 16 | 4 p.m.
Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church will present a musical time travel experience
with a performance by “St. Pete Baroque” on period instruments, including Trinity’s
antique organ from the 18th century. This event will feature Daniel Urbanowitz (viola
d’amore), Sarah Shellman (baroque violin), Douglas Laing (viola da gamba), and
Webb Wiggins (harpsichord and antique organ).
This event is free and open to the public. It will take place in Trinity-by-the-Cove’s
Parish Hall.

Sunday, January 23 | 4 p.m.
The second concert of the 40th season of Moorings Presbyerian Church’s Hyacinth
Series will feature the GO DIVAS from the Gulfshore Opera. In this concert, GO
DIVAS will perform beautiful arrangements of songs that have inspiring messages.
Selections will include famous hymns like Be Thou My Vision, exciting duets by
Mozart and Verdi, and popular melodies like You’ve Got a Friend.
This event is free and open to the public.

Saturday, January 29 | 7 p.m.
New Hope Presbyterian Church of Fort Myers will host Choral Artistry, formally
the Symphonic Chorale, as they will present Handel’s “Messiah” in a choral festival
concert! Choral Artistry is a highly select, auditioned professional core chorus under
the Artistic Direction of Dr. Trent R. Brown. The choral members come from Fort
Myers, Naples, Bonita Springs, Cape Coral, and surrounding areas.
This event is free and open to the public.

More details and future events can be found on our website: agoswfl.org/events

FEBRUARY 25 MEMBER’S RECITAL SIGN UP!
The Annual AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Member’s Recital will be held at
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in Fort Myers on Friday, February 25 at 6 p.m.
ALL MEMBERS of this chapter are invited to participate in this recital.
This is a great opportunity to perform that new piece you are learning, or to
show off your brand new organ shoes, or to bless the audience with your pretty
face! But if you do not feel like performing, your attendance and support is just
as wonderful! We hope to get at least an hour’s worth of music performed.
If you are interested in performing, please email us the information below to
agoswfl@gmail.com:
Performer’s Name
Performer’s Church of Employment & Job Title (if applicable)
Title of Composition
Larger Work (if applicable)
Composer/Arranger
Composer’s Dates
Timing of selection

2021-2022 AGO SOUTHWEST FLORIDA EVENTS
Friday, February 25 | 6 p.m.
The Annual AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Member’s Recital at Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in Fort
Myers. Recital participation is open to any of our chapter members. We highly encourage our members
to share their artistry! More details regarding how to sign up and program piece submission will be in the
January 2022 Coupler.

Friday, May 6 | 6:30 p.m.
The Annual AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Member’s Banquet hosted by Director of Traditional Worship
of New Hope Presbyterian Church Benjamin Ball at New Hope Presbyterian Church (10051 Plantation
Road, Fort Myers 33966). More details to come later in Spring 2022.

Saturday, May 21 | 10 a.m.
The AGO Southwest Florida Chapter Organ Crawl will feature two organs in our chapter this year: Moorings
Presbyterian Church of Naples and Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church of North Naples. We will start the
organ tour at Moorings Presbyterian, then carpool together to Vanderbilt Presbyterian. Afterwards, we
plan to have lunch and fellowship together at a nearby restuarant.

Sunday, June 5 | 3 p.m.
The Artis-Naples Festival of Great Organ Music will feature some of finest organists in Southwest Florida.
Considerations and applications to participate in this event will be announced later in Spring 2022.

NEW AGOSWFL FACEBOOK PAGE
Our Chapter has finally entered the digital age! We now have a Facebook
page (link to the right).
Your Board of Officers wanted to expand our capabilities regarding
marketing and livestreaming our events, and they felt having a Facebook
page would best serve us in those visions. We will be able to advertise
our events to an even larger audience, and easily share our recitals and
concerts to the expanded community.
Please take a moment to log in to your personal Facebook account (if
you have one) and click the “LIKE” and “FOLLOW” buttons on the AGO
Southwest Florida page.

Thank you!

Click the Facebook icon above
to be directed to the new
AGOSWFL Facebook page

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Port Charlotte | Pilgrim Church (United Church of Christ)
Pilgrim Church is seeking a part-time, year-round Organist/Pianist. The Organist/Pianist
is responsible for organ and piano accompaniment for scheduled worship services and
special services in support of the music ministry of the Pilgrim Church United Church
of Christ. The schedule is flexible to be shared with other accompanist(s) if desired.
Participation is expected at the traditional Sunday worship services, season choir
rehearsals (once choir resumes), and other special services, including (but not limited to)
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Easter. The organist/pianist may be asked to provide
services for funerals, memorial services, and weddings with additional compensation. All
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Office
Administrator, Cat Foster (office@pilgrimonline.org, 941-629-2633).
Pilgrim Church, A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

Naples | Lely Presbyterian Church
Lely Presbyterian Church is searching for a part-time Organist and Choirmaster. This
position will work directly with and report to the pastor, Dr. Ed Brandt. All resumes,
inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Chairperson
of the Search Committee, Cherie Millsom (cheriemillsom@gmail.com, 239-774-6151).
Lely Presbyterian Church
110 St. Andrews Boulevard
Naples, FL 34113

Naples | First Church of Christ, Scientist
First Church of Christ, Scientist is seeking a permanent organist for their 10am Sunday
services and 7:30pm Wednesday services. Three hymns will be pre-selected. The
organist will need to supply a prelude, offertory, and postlude, and accompany one
solo on Sundays (No choir). There is also a service with solo on Thanksgiving Day. All
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Music
Chairman, Merry Coolidge at merrynaples@gmail.com.
First Church of Christ, Scientist
649 Central Avenue
Naples, FL 34102

CONCERT & EVENT FLYERS

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
All newsletter publication submissions are
due by the 25th of every month. Concert
announcements, chapter news, items for
sale, positions available, etc. are all welcomed
inclusions to our publications. Please submit
all newsletter submissions to our email,
agoswfl@gmail.com.
For a full listing of available substitutes and
lessons teachers, please visit our website at:
agoswfl.org/substitutes/.
To submit a request for an email blast to the
chapter requesting a substitute, please visit
our website at: agoswfl.org/email-request/.

