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Happy New year everyone! That 
seems like a strange phrase to 
offer in September, but many 
of us begin our church music 
season in September. Even amid 
the continuation of the Covid 19 
pandemic, many of my colleagues 
have made exciting plans for their 
2021/22 season as choir rehearsals 
begin for the year. 

As you might recall, we had to cancel all of our activities 
for last year because of the Covid pandemic. I hope 
that you have stayed safe during this time. 

Our executive board will meet soon to discuss our 
activities for this year. Out of safety concerns for 
our members and the community, we will strongly 
encourage mask wearing and social distancing 
throughout the year. We will have a full calendar of 
events posted for you in our next newsletter. 

I would like to take this opportunity, once again, to 
thank all of your elected board members for their 
wonderful support! 

Soli Dei Gloria, 
John Renfroe

Dean
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The AGO National Council is committed to membership recruitment, retention, and growth within our 
organization. As more of our members have reached the “Special” membership category (present company 
included!), we recognize that new initiatives must be developed to attract and welcome younger members into 
the Guild. We want them to experience the wealth of benefits, professional opportunities, and camaraderie we 
have enjoyed during our careers. To this end, we have established the “Year of the Young Organist,” 
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022. During these 12 months, any individual under the age of 30 can become a new 
member or renew her/his membership for free as part of this program.

We are writing to ask you and every other chapter dean to embrace this initiative with enthusiasm and support. 
We will not collect membership dues for young organists, neither the national nor the chapter portion, during 
the upcoming membership year for those under the age of 30. All will receive full membership benefits, 
including TAO. New/renewing young organists can take advantage of this offer by visiting agohq.org/free-
membership. During the Year of the Young Organist, please make a special effort to welcome young organists, 
keep them engaged with your chapter, and retain them as members after the free membership year has 
expired.

Our membership currently stands at 52 active (or at least invoiced) members. Of those, 17 (34%) are Regular 
members, 33 (64%) are Special members (age 65 and over), 1 (2%) is a Young Organist, 10 (19%) are Dual 
members with other chapter affiliations, and we have 1 non-voting Friend of the Chapter.

Since 2015, we have had 26 members cancel their annual membership with the AGO for varying reasons. We 
have had a few members in the last year move out of our region due to retirement and have either transferred 
their chapter affiliation or have canceled their membership. 

Most of our members renew in the month of July, 
but since the AGO headquarters has initiated rolling 
memberships, several of our members now renew 
throughout the year (graphed to the right). 

We are always looking to add members to our chapter.  
Now that headquarters has instituted the “Year 
of the Young Organist” and the non-collection of 
membership dues for those under the age of 30, there 
is no better time to add or reinstate a membership 
to the AGO. In that pursuit, all current members are 
recruiters who should be on the lookout for potential 
candidates! As the old adage goes, “there is strength 
in numbers!”

Friday, September 24 | 6:30 p.m.
Faith Lutheran Church (4150 Goodlette-Frank Rd, Naples 34103) will host a 
workshop event to introduce their new 4 manual, 101 stop organ and the APEX 
tone generation system from the Allen Organ Company. Director of Music 
and Organist of Faith Lutheran Church, Matthew Swingle, will lead the event 
in coordination with representatives from Dunne Music of Pompano Beach to 
showcase the full capabilities and tonal realisms of the new instrument. Attendees 
will be given the opportunity to play and explore the instrument for themselves, 
so bring some music and your organ shoes! Light refreshments will be served. 

More details and future events can be found on our website: agoswfl.org/events

CONCERTS & EVENTS

AN OVERVIEW ON OUR MEMBERSHIP STATS

THE YEAR OF THE YOUNG ORGANIST
From a letter sent to Chapter Officers from AGO HQ:



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE & ENJOY RETIREMENT!
John Fenstermaker will retire from his position at Trinity-by-the-Cove in Naples at 
the end of September after 18 years in service and 60+ years as a church organist. 
We thank John for his masterful artistry he has shared with our community. John 
created a wonderful legacy at Trinity-by-the-Cove, and his history will be fondly 
cherished by the church. 

We are in debt to your service to the organ profession and for being a prime example 
for performance mastery on the organ. We hope you have a wonderful and joyful 
retirement!

WELCOME TO SOUTHWEST FLORIDA!
Southwest Florida welcomes Dr. Christopher Dekker as the new Director of Music 
and Organist at Moorings Presbyterian Church in Naples. Dr. Dekker received his 
Doctorate of Music Arts in Organ Performance from the University of Notre Dame. 
Dr. Dekker previously was the Director of Music & Worship for Hillcrest Christian 
Reformed Church in Hudsonville, Michigan. 

He took over the position at Moorings Presbyterian after Thomas Goetz announced 
his retirement last spring. Dr. Dekker comes to SW Florida with his wife and three 
kids. Let’s all give Dr. Dekker a wonderful and warm welcome!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Naples | Lely Presbyterian Church

Lely Presbyterian Church is searching for a part-time Organist and Choirmaster. This 
position will work directly with and report to the pastor, Dr. Ed Brandt. All resumes, 
inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Chairperson 
of the Search Committee, Cherie Millsom (cheriemillsom@gmail.com, 239-774-6151).

Lely Presbyterian Church
St. Andrews Boulevard
Naples, FL 34113

Port Charlotte | Pilgrim Church (United Church of Christ)

Pilgrim Church is seeking a part-time, year-round Organist/Pianist. The Organist/Pianist 
is responsible for organ and piano accompaniment for scheduled worship services and 
special services in support of the music ministry of the Pilgrim Church United Church 
of Christ. The schedule is flexible to be shared with other accompanist(s) if desired. 
Participation is expected at the traditional Sunday worship services, season choir 
rehearsals (once choir resumes), and other special services, including (but not limited to) 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Easter. The organist/pianist may be asked to provide 
services for funerals, memorial services, and weddings with additional compensation. All 
resumes, inquiries, and questions regarding this position may be directed to the Office 
Administrator, Cat Foster (office@pilgrimonline.org, 941-629-2633).

Pilgrim Church, A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980
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Fort Myers | Cypress Lake United Methodist Church

Cypress Lake UMC is seeking a part-time organist for all traditional Sunday worship 
services, mid-week worship services (when applicable), and all special celebrations of 
worship where the organ is the primary instrument used, such as Ash Wednesday, Holy 
Week, Christmas Eve, etc. The organist shall provide organ music for all weddings and 
funerals held at the church when the organ is the primary instrument used. Fees for 
these services are not provided by the church, but are honorariums from couples and 
families at an amount determined by church policy. The Organist reports to the Director 
of Music and Traditional Worship and is primarily responsible for the provision of organ 
music for use in traditional worship services. The Organist must be a professing christian. 
A Bachelor’s degree in music preferred, or five years’ experience as a traditional church 
organist.

Interested applicants can apply online through the Chapter website:
agoswfl.org/positions-available/

Cypress Lake United Methodist Church
8570 Cypress Lake Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33919

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS

All newsletter publication submissions are 
due by the 25th of every month. Concert 
announcements, chapter news, items for 
sale, positions available, etc. are all welcomed 
inclusions to our publications. Please submit 
all newsletter submissions to our email, 
agoswfl@gmail.com.

For a full listing of available substitutes and 
lessons teachers, please visit our website at: 
agoswfl.org/substitutes/.

To submit a request for an email blast to the 
chapter requesting a substitute, please visit 
our website at: agoswfl.org/email-request/.


